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Redistricting

§ Single member districts must have approximately 

equal populations – 10% rule

PLUS

§ Voting Rights Act section 2 – non-discrimination

§ Shaw v. Reno cases – limits race-based redistricting
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Example Deviation Calculation

District  Ideal district         District total pop.        Difference         Deviation 
 
     A       10,000     11,000  1000      + 10.0 percent 
 
     B       10,000     10,750    750       +  7.5 percent 
 
     C       10,000     10,250    250       +  2.5 percent 
 
     D       10,000       8,000           -  2000                   - 20.0 percent 
  
Totals:       40,000     40,000  net=     0      net=   0  percent 
 
Total maximum deviation = difference between most populous and least populous districts = 10 
percent + 20 percent = 30 percent. 
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Adopt Criteria

Identifiable boundaries
Maintaining communities 

of interest & 
neighborhoods

Using whole voting 
precincts, if possible

Basing plan on existing 
districts

Adopting districts of 
relatively equal size

Drawing districts that are 
compact and contiguous

Keeping existing 
incumbents in their districts

Narrowly tailoring plan to 
comply with the VRA
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Houston ISD

2011 Benchmark 
with 2020 Census 
Data
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Current Districts



Houston ISD
Overall Deviation For Current Council Districts

Using 2020 Census Data



Houston ISD

Proposed 
Redistricting
Plans
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Plan A Map



Plan A – Summary Total Population



Plan A Individual Districts



Plan A Individual Districts



Plan A Individual Districts



Plan A Individual Districts



Plan A Individual Districts



Plan A Individual Districts



Plan A Individual Districts



Plan A Individual Districts



Plan A Individual Districts



Plan D Map



Plan D – Summary Total Population



Plan D Individual Districts



Plan D Individual Districts



Plan D Individual Districts



Plan D Individual Districts



Plan D Individual Districts



Plan D Individual Districts
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Plan D Individual Districts
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